
Lale

Lalenin bilinen pek çok çeþidi vardýr. Bunlar arasýnda en dikkat
çekenlerden biri de Ýstanbul Lalesi’dir. Ýstanbul Lalesi, alýþýlmýþ lale-
lerden oldukça farklýdýr. Yapraklarý sivri ve badem þeklinde olan Ýstan-
bul lalesinin 1588 çeþidi vardý. Osmanlýlar da laleyi çok sevmiþler ve
fethettikleri topraklarý lalelerle süslemiþlerdir. 

Lale, Ýstanbul’un fethinden sonra Avrupa topraklarýna geçti. Padi-
þah kaftanlarý, saray eþyalarý lale motifleriyle bezendi. Fatih Sultan
Mehmet, Kanuni Sultan Süleyman ve III.
Ahmet laleye en düþkün padiþahlardý.

16’ncý yüzyýlda Kanuni Sultan Süley-
man tarafýndan Hollanda Kralý’na gönderi-
len laleler, ilk baþta Hollandalýlarý ve kýsa
zaman içinde tüm Avrupalýlarý hayranlýk
içinde býrakmýþtýr.

Tulip

There are many types of tulips. The most attractive one is Tulip
of Istanbul. Tulip of Istanbul is very different from the common tulips
in shape. Tulip of Istanbul’s petals, which are almond shaped, have
1588 different types. The Ottoman Turks liked tulips and planted
them in the lands they conquered. 

After the conquest of Istanbul, planting tulips soon spread across
Europe. Even the sultans’ (kings’) costumes and things at the
palaces were designed with tulip motifs. Fatih Sultan Mehmet,
Kanuni Sultan Suleyman and Sultan Ahmed III were the kings who
were keen of tulips. 

The tulips presented to the Dutch king by Kanuni Sultan
Suleyman charmed the Dutch people and the other European nations
for a short time.
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Erguvan

Erguvanlar, Marmara ve Karadeniz kýyýlarýnda yetiþir. Park ve
bahçelerde süs bitkisi olarak kullanýlýr. Erguvan, 10 metreye kadar
uzayabilen, tek gövdeli, yaprak döken, çalý görünümünde bir aðaçtýr.
Erguvan aðacýnýn en önemli özelliði, çiçeklerinin yapraklardan önce
açmasýdýr. Mart, nisan, mayýs aylarýnda açan pembe-morumsu
çiçekleri, yaþlý dallar ve gövde üzerinde çýkar. Erguvan meyveleri yak-
laþýk 9-10 santimetre boyunda ve fasulye görünümündedir. Erguvan,
Ýstanbul’u, özellikle de Ýstanbul Boðazý’ný bahar aylarýnda kendine has
mor rengine büründürür. Türkler Ýstanbul’u fethetmeden önce þehir
Doðu Roma Ýmparatorluðu’nun baþkentiydi ve erguvan aðacýnýn mor
rengi kraliyet aileleri tarafýndan kraliyet rengi olarak benimsenirdi.

Judas Tree

Judas trees grow along the coasts of Marmara Sea and Black
Sea. They are planted in the parks and gardens as ornamental trees.
Judas tree, growing up to 10 meters, is a single-trunked, deciduous,
and bush-like tree. The tree is peculiar because its flowers blossom
before its leaves grow. The pink- purplish flowers begin to blossom
on the old branches and trunk of the tree in the early spring. Judas
tree’s fruit is 3-4 inches long and shaped like a green bean. The 
purple color of the Judas trees invades Istanbul, especially the
coasts of Bosphorous during the spring months. Before the Turks
conquered Istanbul, the city was the capital of the Eastern Roman
Empire and the purple color of Judas tree was adopted by the
Byzantine royal families as a royal color.


